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Tae I.C.V.D. Memorrs. 


The Imperial Bacteriological Laboratory at Muk- 
tesar exists for two purposes. The primary one is 
to supply the Indian Civil Veterinary Department 
with sera and vaccines for the campaign against 
animal contagious disease throughout India. The 
secondary one is that of scientific research. In 
former years the whole work of the Laboratory in 
its dual function has been briefly summarised in an 
annual official report to the Indian Government. 

Necessarily this was confined to a short admini- 
strative statement, statistics of the sera and vaccines 
prepared, and a mention of the diseases investi- 
gated during the year. Now, however, it is offic- 
ially recognised that the research work of the 
Laboratory is worthy of detailed independent record ; 
and the Government has therefore sanctioned the 
publication of a Scientific Memoir apart from the 
annual administrative report. 

The first memoir, dealing with the research work 
of the official year 1908-9, a good-sized and well 
illustrated volume, is now issued. It is the work 
of Capt. J. D. E. Holmes, the Imperial Bacterio- 
logist and Director of the Laboratory, whose sole 
European staff consists of bis qualified assistants, 
Messrs. Cross and Branford, and three laboratory 
assistants. In his short preface, Capt. Holmes 
justly calls attention to the numerical inadequacy 
of this staff: and, indeed, considering the amount 
of routine work to be done—considerably over half 
a million doses of anti-rinderpest serum alone were 
prepared at the laboratory during the year, to say 
nothing of other sera and administrative work—the 
staff could scarcely have been criticised had the 
scientific results for the year been insignificant. 
Far from that being the case, every article in the 
volume is of solid value. 

The memoir comprises four major and three 
minor articles; and one of the former may ulti- 
mately affect English country practice. A series 
of experiments upon black-quarter immunisation 
have been carried out, and a vaccine prepared at 
Muktesar has given results much superior to other 
preparations with which it was tested by comparison. 
Briefly this consists of a mixture of two vaccines 
prepared s>pirately, somewhat after the method of 
Arloing and Cornevin, and then united in fixed 
proportions and used as a single vaccine, in place of 
the “ first and second vaccines” of the French pro- 


cedure. Time is required before this method can 
be definitely adjudicated upon, but its importance 
is certainly not confined to India 

The longest article deals with surra, and can only 
be briefly touched upon. Some suggestive obser- 
vations regarding the spread of the disease, made 
by Mr. Leese when studying an outbreak in the 
field, are embcdied; and these would probably 
have been much more valuable had veterinary 
observation been possible at an earlier stage of the 
outbreak — another illustration of the undermanned 
condition of the I.C.V.D. In addition, many ex- 
perimental tests of various drugs have been made 
at Muktesar ; and while the results of Laveran and 
Thiroux regarding the use of atoxyl and orpiment 
have been confirmed, good results have also been 
obtained by adding tartar emetic or sodium arsenite. 
The combination of the last named drug with the 
two former ones has given the best results of all. 

Rinderpest and hovine hemorrhagic septicemia 


respectively occupy the other two major articles) 


Both have received much experimental attention ; 
and we note that Captain Holmes regards the 
“ serum alone” method of anti-rinderpest inocula- 
tion, which is the usual one employed in India, as 
safer in the field than the use of serum and virus 
combined. Hemorrhagic septicemia is now recog- 
nised as much more common in India than was 
formerly thought. 

The longest minor article is a detailed descrip- 
tion of a new bovine sporotrichosis, resembling 
equine epizootic lymphangitis clinically, and appar- 
ently equally refractory to treatment. 

Finally,. we have two short notes from the 
Director's own laboratory experience, both with 
microscopic figures attached. One concerns a giant 
polynuclear cell found in equine blood in the last 
stages of surra, apparently similar to others pre- 
viously described in bovine piroplasmosis and 
trypanosomiasis. The other deals with flagellate 
forms of Piroplasma bovis, and the possibility— 
which Capt. Holmes has proved—of confusing 
altered blood platelets with these. 

Few scientific departments so poorly supplied 
with workers produce results comparable to those 
recorded in this first scientific memoir of the Indian 
Civil Veterinary Department. Far more men are 
needed, both at Muktesar and in the field; but we 
do not think it will be long before at least some 
augmentation takes place. The Department already 
holds men who can teach the Government to recog- 
nise the value of veterinary research by their own 
work; and the very publication of this memoir 
marks one stage in the recognition. 
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A CASE OF BIER’S TREATMENT. 


A big bay cart horse showed lameness in a hind 
leg about which nothing was noticeable save a little 
swelling in the fetlock region. Pain increased, and 
very shortly a slough occurred in the heel. Pain 
stili increased and another suppuratiug wound ap- 
peared above the fetlock. During the next week 
two more suppurating wounds appeared— one on the 
outside and one on the inside of the metacarpal 
region. After three weeks from the first sign of 
lameness, eight different wounds were visible and 
the pain continued. Treatment consisted of cleans- 
ing and disinfection with formalin, but no ap- 
approach to recovery resulted. 

At this stage | remembered a case reported in 
The Record in which Bier’s treatment with a rubber 
band was described. I obtained a rubber cord 
about 3-8th of an inch in diameter, and applied it 
round the leg, just above the hock for four hours 
daily. Ina week all but two wounds ceased dis- 
charging, and nine days from the commencement 
of this treatment we left off the rubber, and the 
case was cured. 

This treatment is so novel that I hope your 
readers may be interested. 

R. C. Irvina. 








COMBINED BULLOCK AND HORSE 
TRAVIS. 


The greatest drawback I had in the treatment of 
surgical cases in the dispensary at Khairpur Mirs 
was the total absence of any method of restraint, 
and the frequent need that I felt for one for the 
restraint of obstinate and unruly animals led me 
to devise some plan which would meet my de- 
mands and combine simplicity with cheapness. 
There are contrivances known to veterinary science 
and shown in our text-books, such as bullock-travis 
and horse-stocks etc., but the chief disadvantages of 
each of these, apart from intricacy and difficulty of 
comprehension by an ordinary carpenter, are that 
each is useful to one class of animal only, and the 
price is so high that I could never entertain hopes 
of a sanction from the native State for the construc- 
tion of either of these, much less both. The daily 
miscellaneous practice and tbe monetary difficulty 
in particular forced me to plan an apparatus which 
would be applicable both to equines and bovines, 
and at the same time be simple, cheap, and com- 
mendable to the favourable consideration of my 
superior. The accompanying drawing shows the 
result—a combined bullock and horse travis. 

The apparatus consists of two wooden uprights, 
each 11ft. long and lft. square, of which 4ft. are 
set in the ground. These are connected by three 
horizontal wooden bars, each 6ft. long and 6in. 
square. The front side is well padded to prevent 
bruising or chafing of the animal in his struggles, 
while the back portion is studded with anchor-like 
pegs at various distances for securing the ropes 


etc. At the foot of each pillar there are two 
iron eyebolts (of which the eyes only can be 
seen) which are fixed in wooden blocks, well 
embedded in the ground, and to these are attached 
ropes with shiiailes which can be lengthened or 
shortened at will according as the size of the animal 
and other circumstances may require. At the top 
of each pillar, laterally, there is a ring to which is 
attached a rope with a strong head stall. The 
head stall will evidently be of such a kind as to be 
fitted to any sized face. The ropes, both hind and 
front, and the head stall when put on, will prevent 
the horse from kicking and biting, and any further 
movement, such as rearing or siding, can be 
obviated by a strong webbed rope going round the 
flank and finally attached to a peg at the back. The 
bullock can be restrained easily. A rope encircling 
the horns is passed round at the back, wound round 
a peg at the back of one pillar and enveloping the 
animal as in the American method of casting, is 
finally tied to a peg at the back of the other pillar. 
The struts are also necessary, and should measure 
each 6ft. long, 1ft. broad, and 6in. thick, of these 
3ft. being under ground. They are indispensable, 
where the uprights are not well fixed in the ground 
and strengthened by some masonry work. The 
total cost of a simple and rough apparatus in India 
will come to Rs. 80 at the most. 

The advantages of this contrivance may be sum- 
med up as follows :— 

1. It saves time and labour, and offers almost 
complete safety to the operator or dresser. 

2. It obviates the necessity of throwing animals, 
and thus averts dangers, such as rupture, fracture, 
etc., resulting from a fall. 

3. It serves to restrain both cattle and horses. 

4. Both sides of an animal can be operated on 
or dressed by only turning the face from one pillar 
to the other. 

5. Animals of most sizes found in India, can be 
controlled by this method of restraint. 

6. It issimple, cheap, and easily constructed by 
any carpenter. 

7. It takes but little space, and can be con- 
structed along of a throwing shed; it contains 
nothing (as wooden flooring found in horse travis), 
which can make the horse shy or restless. 

The object of sending this plan for publication is 
that veterinary graduates and assistants in India 
who may be in charge of dispensaries that cannot 
afford the construction of the already known 
costly apparatus, may test the usefulness of this 
contrivance. 

Joacutm Da Costa, G.B.V.C. 

Muktesar. 








The Glasgow Health Committee, having considered 
the application by the officer commanding the Army 
Service Corps, + Rone Sub-District, asking if the 
veterinary surgeon or any of his assistants. could give 
to the officers of the Territorial Army Service Corps at 
Glasgow some practical instruction in meat inspection, 
recommended that facilities be granted the veterinary 
surgeon for delivering such lectures.— .7../, 
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A CASE OF TUBERCULOSIS IN THE CAT. 
By Henry Taytor, F.R.c.v.s., Hayward’s Heath. 


Nearly two years ago I was asked to look ata 
kitten which was dull and mopish and off its feed. 
A fortnight afterwards I had to see it again, when it 

resented pretty much the same symptoms. 
Nearly a fortnight later still I saw it again. This 
time the animal frequently made convulsive swal- 
lowing efforts, and the owner thought there was 
something in its throat. Upon examination I 
detected nothing abnormal there. There was, how- 
ever, a alight wheezing in the nose and throat and 
a quickening of the respirations. Here comes the 
interesting part about the case. ll this time the 
kitten had been sleeping actually in the same bed 
as its owner, who was a cook. The kitten was 
destroyed, and on post-mortem examination the 
lungs were crammed with pearly nodules the size 
of a millet seed. I sent part of them to Prof. Sir 
John M‘Fadyean who remarked that it was tuber- 
culosis. 

A friend of mine kindly cut some sections for me, 
demonstrating the tubercle bacilli which, however, 
were not very numerous. The mode of infection 
could not be traced. 

Ever since the above occurred I have had my eye 
on that cook; up to the present she shows no sign 
of the wasting which characterizes tuberculosis, in 
fact she also might sing “faded is the charming 
waist, still more corpulent grow I.” 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


ProTecTIVE INOCULATION AGAINST SHEEP-Pox. 


Konew has reported that he has succeeded in 
transforming the virus of sheep-pox into a mild 
form for the protective inoculation of sheep. His 
method has been to inject sheep-pox material sub- 
cutaneously into the goat, and to continue passipg 
the material thus gained from goat to goat by,ghe 
same method. 

During these passages the virus becomes attenu- 
ated, so that finally it only causes a local inflam- 
mation, without further lesions, in the goats. 
Konew designates this modified virus ‘“ Caprine.” 

Prof. L. Voigt, of Hamburg, has now undertaken 
similar experiments (Archiv. fiir Wissensch. und 
Prakt. Tierheilk.), and generally confirms Konew’s 
results. 

As a good, useful procedure for. protective inocu- 
lation against sheep-pox has hitherto not been 
found, Voigt recommends Konew’s method for 
further trial. The immunity it confers is said to 
last for a year. This is not regarded as a serious 
drawback, in view of the short life of most sheep. 
—Berliner Tier. Woch. 


CatcuLous CysTITIs IN A Cart. 


Suffran (Revue Vétérinaire) records a case of a 
six-year-old cat, which had suddenly lost his ap- 


petite, and then for twenty-four hours had niade 
violent and continuous expulsive efforts. These 
being fruitless, the animal became comatose. 

Upon examination, a soft depressible swelling 
was found occupying the median plane of the abdo- 
men, in front of the pubic symphysis. This was 
evidently the bladder distended with urine. 
Catherisation was then attempted to determine the 
nature and situation of the lesion obstructing mic- 
turition. 

The catheter penetrated easily at first, but was 
soon arrested by an insurmountable obstacle. Evi- 
dently a calculus was in the urethra. 

Urethrotomy was performed, and the calculus 
was extracted. A great quantity of turbid urine, 
reddish-grey in colour, and fetid in odour, then 
flowed away. 

Despite this treatment, however, the animal died 
comatose. 

Post-mortem examination showed that the ab- 
dominal viscera were al) healthy. An abundant 
collection of liquid was found in the peritoneal 
cavity ; this was turbid and reddish yellow, and its 
urinous odour left no doubt as to its nature and 
origin. 

The ureters were considerably dilated. The 
bladder was dark red in colour, and at some points 
purple. When it was compressed only a very 
little urine flowed drop by drop from the urethra, 
but the compression caused three very fine jets of 
urine to spurt through orifices which existed in the 
wall of the bladder at its antero-inferior aspect, and 
which were almost imperceptible to the naked eye. 

The bladder was opened, and some calculi were 
found in its interior, with a considerable quantity of 
gravel in the most dependent parts of the organ. 
The vesical walls were conaibenshty thickened ; 
the mucoms membrane was inflamed, showed 
numerous hemorrhagic spots, and in certain parts 
was completely destroyed. At these points numer- 
ous interstitial hemorrhages had disassociated the 
various layers of the vesical wall, and brought 
about a commencement of necrosis. It was at 
these points that the three small orifices previously 
mentioned had pierced the vesical walls and allowed 
the urine to escape into the peritoneal cavity. 

The animal had therefore died of urinous infec- 
tion arising from a calculous cystitis. The cat had 
never shown any difficulty in micturition before the 
fatal illness.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 


Tue AcTIon oF SunpHURIC ETHER. 


The majority of authors admitting the stimulat- 
ing action of ether have paid little attention to the 
manner in which that action is produced. The 
theories which have been put forward regarding 
this question are very varied and often contradic- 
tory. Dr. Jean Derouaux has therefore made a 
complete study of the subject in the clinical labora- 
tory at the University of Liége, and his conclusions 
are now published (Arch. intern. de pharmac et de 
therapie). 

He finds that ether exerts two actions, viz., a 
direct depressive action upon the heart and a 





stimulating action upon the bulbar vaso-motor 

















November 27,1909 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


361 





centre. These physiological results are of practical 
importance in therapeutics. 

he direct action of ether upon the heart is to 
cause an abatement of cardiac activity, whith is 
due to reflex stimulation of the vagus nerve from 
the endocardium, and is accompanied by a fall of 
blood-pressure due to the cardiac depression. On 
the other band, when ether acts upon the vaso- 
motor centre, it increasee the blood-pressure and 
the cardiac activity, often also causing an accelera- 
tion of the pulse. 

Thus the effects of ether vary with the mode of 
administration, and also with the dose. Injected 
intravenously or subcutaneously, it produces first an 
abatement of the arterial pressure and a diminution 
in the amplitude of the pulsations, which is soon 
followed by an elevation of the blood-pressure, 
often accompanied by an acceleration. of the pulse. 
The primary fall in blood-pressure is very little 
evident after subcutaneous injection, but is much 
more marked after intravenous injection, and aug- 
ments with the doseemployed The secondary rise 
in blood pressure is more marked after intravenous 
than after subcutaneous injection. 

When injected into the carotid artery, there 
always induces a marked elevation in blood pres- 
sure and an increased cardiac activity, without any 
previous stage of cardiac depression or reduced 
blood pressure. 

After hemorrhage, injections of ether augment 
vasoconstriction. This vasc-constrictory action is 
weak and inconstant when the drug is injected 
subcutaneously, but is very manifest after intra- 
venous injection. If the hemorrhage has been 
very considerable, 
extremely low, ether exercises no effect. 

Under the influence of ether the respirations be- 
come deeper, and are sometimes accelerated. 

As regards the employment of ether clinically, 
the author draws some practical conclusions from 
his experiments. In cases of circulatory depression 
‘as in collapse or coma) it is best to administer 
ether subcutaneously, as in that method the primary 
effect upon the heart and blood pressure is least 
marked. After hemorrhage, however, intravenous 
injection is preferable; and for this purpose the 
author advises a saturated solution of ether in 
normal saline solution. In all cases only small 
doses should be employed, in order to avoid the 
primary depressant effect as far as possible.— 
Annales de Méd. Vét.) 


THe Toxicity oF YOHIMBIN FOR THE Doc. 


Prof. Albrecht, of Munich, describes (Miinch. 
Tierarztl. Wochenschr.) bis observations upon four 
dogs treated with Yobimbin. He employed the 
sterile solution recommended by Schmidt, of Zie 
genhain, for horses, and injected it subcutaneously 
in the region of the right flank. Three dogs which 


had received -03 gramme (about 6-13ths grain) died ; 
a fourth dog received one third of this dose, and 
was severely ill, but recovered in four days. 

The clinical appearances consisted in difficulty 
of respiration, slowing of the beart’s action, paraly- 
sis of the extremities, convulsions, sinking of the 


leaving the blood pressure. 


temperature, salivation, and fluid bloodstained 
diarrhea. 

Post-mortem examination showed venous stasis 
of the kidneys, spleen, and liver, and pulmonary 
cedema. The cerebral blood sinuses plexuses 
seemed ratber more rich in blood than was normal ; 
but in other respects no positive result could be 
obtained. 

Albrecht thinks it not impossible that Yohimbin, 
in addition to its effect in exciting the sexual im- 
pulse by means of nervous irritation, has an action 
similar to that of pilocarpine in inducing salivation 
and increasing intestinal evacuation.—-Berliner Tier. 
Woch. 

W.R.C. 








*“ AVENUES OF INFECTION IN 
TUBERCULOSIS.” 


The CHAIRMAN said the question before them that 
evening, as they all knew, had occupied considerable 
attention during the last few years. They were all 

as to the source of tuberculosis, but on the ques- 
tion of the avenues of infection there had been con- 
siderable difference of opinion. 

Dr. Copsett (Cambridge), whose remarks were illus- 
trated by lantern slides, said phthisis had been held, 
almost universally until the last few years, to be primary 
tuberculosis of the lung, and to be caused by inhaled 
bacilli which had reached that organ directly along the 
air passages. That opinion was strongly upheld by 
Koch at the London Tuberculosis Congress in 1901, and 
was supported by a large mass of experimental evidence 
carried out in the rival schools of Cornet and Flugge. 
Chauveau as long ago as 1868 thought that the alimen- 
tary tract might be a portal of tuberculous infection of 
the lungs, even more commonly than the air passages, 
and in more recent years this view was upheld by 
Behring, Calmette, Vallée, and others. What one might, 
perhaps, call the intestinal origin of phthisis was 
strongly opposed in Germany when first put prominently 
forwa by Behring, but it had _ since hood many 
adherents both in this country and in others, and it ap- 
peared to be rather the popular doctrine at the present 
time, and tlie older experimental evidence which suppor- 
tad the inhalation theory seemed in - vee of being for- 
gotten. Sir William Whitla and Professor Symmers 

repeated and extended some of the experiments of 
Calmette and his pupils and strongly supported his con- 
clusions. Calmette went so far as to state that in his 
opinion the immense majority of cases of pulmonary 
tuberculosis was contracted by bacilli absorbed from the 
intestine and not by direct inhalation. The question of 
the portals of entry of the tubercle bacilli, which caused 
yhthisis, greatly interested him when he was working 
or the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis. He read 
carefully the work of Calmette and his followers, and 
was struck by the sweeping character of his conclusions 
and the excessively small amount of support which the 
experimental results afforded them. He personally in- 
vestigated the subject : (1) By experiments with pre bm : 
(2) with B. prodigiosus ; (3) with B. t ’ 
last two being divisible into (a) inhalation experiments, 
(4) feeding experiments. Calmette and his followers 
made a great point of the alleged difficulty of inhaled 
particles penetrating deeply along the air and 
even beyond the glottis. And they believed that pig- 


* Discussion at the Tuberculosis Conference held at 
Oxford on November 10th. 
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mentation of the | in coal-miners and others was 
not due to direct inhalation but to the swallowing of 
particles of carbon and to their absorption, and so 
rong the mesenteric glands into the thoracic duct 
ight side of the heart. They believed that a 

single feeding of a guinea-pig with 1 c.cm. of Chinese 
ink would produce well marked pigmentation of the 
lungs, easily visible to the naked eye, and this in twelve 
hours, or even less. Sir William Whitla even spoke of 
“the almost ebony blackness” of the lungs produced in 
that way. The speaker's guinea-pigs were fed with 
Indian ink repeatedly, but never did he see pigmenta- 
tion of the lungs in guinea-pigs under 600 grams im 
weight, and in older animals only such traces as were to 
be found in control animals. They would now pass on 
to experiments on guinea-pigs with B. prodigiosus. 
Twenty-six guinea-pigs and a rabbit, a rat, and a mouse 
were ex at different times in a box into which a 
fine spray containing B. prodigiosus was blown. The 
animals were sprayed for some minutes and killed after 
various intervals of time. From every one cultures of 
B. prodigiosus were obtained from the lungs, provided 
the intervals did not exceed fifteen hours. After that 
riod they were - songs capable ms! being cultivated. 

y appeared in the lung cultures of three guinea-pigs 
who were sprayed after the cesophagus had been divided 
between ligatures, and they appeared in the lung cul- 
tures of animals which were only sprayed for a minute 
and immediately put under chloroform. He thought 
those experiments showed conclusively that fine parti- 
cles suspended in the air breathed penetrated deeply and 
almost instantly into the lungs of those small animals. 
That brought them to the inhalation experiments with 
B. pubcveotonie In these guinea-pigs were exposed toa 
spray of tubercle ltacilli in the same way as when 
. prodigiosus was used. After some minutes or a few 
hours they were killed and their principal organs and 
glands taken and emulsified and injected into other. 
inea-pigs. When these were killed, a month or more 
aro they showed where tubercle bacilli had been pre- 
sent in the emulsions which they had received. The 
experiments, in short, confirmed those made with 
B. prodigiosus, and showed, moreover, that some bacilli 
might be swallowed and absorbed from the intestine and 
reach the mesenteric glands. This absorption had been 
clearly shown to take place in dogs by the work of 
Ravenel in America and Griffith in this country. 
Another series of guinea-pigs were sprayed with tubercle 
bacilli and were allowed to live for a — long enough 
to develop tuberculous disease. The results showed 
that tuberculosis never developed in the mesenteric 
lands, and tubercle bacilli were only found there once. 
ey were not infrequently found in small numbers in 
the glands of the neck. In the large and _ bronchial 
lands they were always found on and after the fifth 
ay, and here the first visible tuberculosis appeared as 
early as the ninth day. Up to the fifteenth day no 
tuberculosis visible to the naked eye or magnifying glass 
appeared elsewhere than in the lungs, except in one case 
in a bronchial gland, this on the ninth day. After three 
weeks tuberculosis became general, the mesenteric and 
ileo-colic glands, however, remaining exempt. Now, it 
bowel — emg that tuberculosis — —— 
oped in the lungs of those guinea-pigs exposed to the 
spray was caused by bacilli which passed through the 
mesenteric glands, because (1) those glands never be- 
came affected, and (2) when tubercle bacilli got absorbed 
from the intestine, they did not pass through those 
glands without causing lesions there, and we ol they 
through they did not specially attack the lungs. 

t brought them to the results of feeding guinea-pigs 
with tubercle bacilli. The bacilli were found in the 
mesenteric and cervical glands. The earliest visible 
lesions appeared in the latter. The lungs were not 


affected until the tuberculosis had become generalized, 





and sometimes not even then. He wished to make his 
position clear. He believed that phthisis could and did 
usually develop as the result of direct inhalation of 
tubercle bacilli into the lungs. At the same time, he 
readily admitted that tubercle bacilli could be a 
from the intestine. He was convinced that many cases 
of tuberculosis in children which he saw whilst working 
for the Tuberculosis Commission commenced in that 
way. The mesenteric glands were always affected, and 
often the intestine also. He held that it had not been 
proved that tubercle bacilli absorbed from the intestine 
could cause phthisis without lesions in the mesenteric 
lands. He admitted the or. of some cases of 
imited tuberculosis, possibly in nes and joints, 
arising in that way. . 

Dr. WurpHamM (London), who spoke next, said the 
question of the avenues through which tubercle might 
enter the body was a large and important one, for on it 
depended the means which they should take to ensure 
prophylaxis against the disease which caused 10°7 per 
cent. of the deaths in this country. Of recent years a 
change of opinion had occurred as to which was the 
chief mode of entrance of the infection. The possible 
avenues of infection appeared to be five in number : (1) 
Through the lungs themselves, as the result of the in- 
halation of tubercle bacilli, either in the form of dust, 
or suspended in droplets of moisture, the exhalation or 
expectoration of infected beings; (2) through the 
mucous membrane of the mouth, nose, or pharynx ; (3) 
through the intestinal tract, as the result of the inges- 
tion of infected milk or other food, or of the swallowing 
of mucus or saliva infected with bacilli from the nose or 
mouth ; (4) through other mucous membranes, such as 
the conjunctival, or that of the urino-genital tract, or 
through the skin ; (5) by means of the placental circula- 
tion from a tuberculous mother. First of all, he would 
like to say something about infection through the 
mouth. There was, according to Grober’s experiments, 
a direct route to the pleura and lungs from the tonsils 
by way of the cervical lymphatic glands, and this, by 
observation he might mention, had led that investigator 
to suggest that to a tonsillar infection had to be attri- 
buted the fact that it was the apices of the lungs rather 
than the other parts which were chiefly attacked by the 
tubercle bacillus. If, then, the tonsils played a part in 
the infection by tubercle, it was possible that other 
structures in the mouth and pharynx might also serve 
as an entrance for the becillae—for example, adenoid 
vegetations, which were associated with abnormal ton- 
sils ; and carious teeth, in conjunction with which pul- 
monary tuberculosis was often found. Thus Cornet had 
recorded cases in which the mucous membrane of the 
nasal aud buccal cavities was said to be the entrance of 
the infection. In those cases where the mouth and 
pharynx were said to be at fault infection probably 
occurred by means of food, though the possibility that 
it might be airborne could not be excluded ; and Cornet 
in particular laid stress on dust and dried particles as 
important factors in infeetion. By those who held that 
pnimonary infection arose through the cervical glands, 
various routes by which the tubercle bacilli reached the 
lung had been a (1) That from the cervical 
glands they entered the lymph stream, and by means of 
the lymphatic vessels entered the venous system, and so 
were conveyed to the lungs; (2) that that path was 
from the cervical to the supra-clavicular glands, and 
thence to the apex of the lung; (3) that from the 
cervical they passed to the bronchial glands, from which 
they reached the blood stream and the pulmonary 
tissues. As every one knew, pulmonary tuberculosis 
was formerly considered to be a primary disease of the 
lungs, set up by the inhalation of the tubercle bacillus ; 
and as the bacillus had been found to be almost univer- 
sal, it was not to be wondered at that inhalation was at 
first supposed to be the chief, if not the only, means of 
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entrance. The inhalation theory was supported by the 
conditions known as anthracosis, siderosis, silicosis, etc., 
in which minute particles of metal stone and such like 
material were found in the parenchyma of the lungs as 
the result either of an occupation which involved living 
in a dusty atmosphere, or o' Sea pmaen causing ani- 
mals to breathe air ladened with such particles. Having 


uoted the opinion of several authorities on the subject, 
mi 


the speaker said it ht be taken for granted that 
tuberculosis was caused by inhalation in one of the ways 
which he had described. In what form, however, was 
the infected material eo to the lungs? Here, 
again, authorities differed. Flugge believed that infec- 
tion was caused by the inhalation of air containing 
minute droplets of fluid in which the tubercle bacilli 
were suspended ; the other argument in favour of the 
inhalation theory was put forward by Findel, who found 
that 5,000,000 tubercle bacilli when inhaled by a dog 
caused extensive pareenaty, tuberculosis, whereas 1220 
times that dose when - sg by the stomach produced no 
effect ; and, again, when experimenting with guinea- 
pigs, he found that as small a number as twenty was 
sufficient to cause pulmonary disease when inhaled, but 
the animals were able to withstand 382,000 times that 
dose when given by the stomach. That brought them 
to an intestinal source of infection, which had been 
mooted before 1903, when von Behring reopened the 
question, and since that time a good-deal of work had 
been done on the subject. Now the gastric juice, 
though it was inhibitory to the growth of the tubercle 
bacillus, was not bactericidal—at least during the usual 
period of gastric digestion—so that bacilli in an active 
state could pass on to the intestines. Tubercle bacilli 
administered in fatty food to dogs, guinea-pigs, and 
other animals, had been found in the chyle within a few 
hours, the intestinal surface being left intact. Calmette, 
in conjunction with Guérin a Breton, injected into 
the stomach through a tube emulsions of living bacilli 
in linseed, with the result that the bacilli were ab- 
sorbed through the intestine and gave rise to tubercu- 
lous deposits in the mesenteric glands, lungs, and the 
viscera. In animals which lived beyond thirty days the 
lungs and the mediastinal glands were always affected, 
while in guinea-pigs surviving fifty or sixty days the 
deep cervical glands were nearly always tuberculous ; 
and even after ten days the entire lymphatic system was 
found to be infected, other guinea-pigs dying from 
generalized tuberculosis when injected with the sub- 
stance of the inguinal glands from such cases. There 
experiments proved that tuberculosis of even the cervical 
glands might have an intestinal origin and not always 
be infected from the mouth, as often su “sas Young 
and adult animals showed the same difference in their 
reactions to infection by the tubercle bacillus as in the 
case of carbon particles. It had to be remembered that 
the introduction of tubercle bacilli into the intestinal 
tract was not necessarily followed by tuberculosis, even 
in the most susceptible animals. The bacilli might pass 
straight through, and if absorbed might be destroyed. 
But, on the other hand, if the bacilli were absor by 
the intestinal mucous membrane, they might enter the 
system without leaving a trace at the site of their en- 
trance. When generalized tuberculosis was produced 
the lungs were usually affected. The other portals of in- 
fection, namely, the skin and the mucous membranes of 
the eye and urino-genital tract, needed only a ing 
comment, as they were of jess importance than the two 
main ones. Lupus vulgaris and other affections of the 
skin might possibly afford an entrance for the bacillus 
into the system, and a tuberculous orchitis as the result 
of injury was not uncommon. The lesions in the urino- 
genital tract might thus be the starting point of a dis- 
semination of the disease throughout the body. Pul-, 
monary phthis was shown to be much more prevalent in 
adult life than in childhood, the most fatal period 


being between the ages of 25 and 45. Indeed, in his ex- 
perience at a children’s hospital chronic pulmonary 
eam ig and simple, was by no means a com- 
mon event. Dr. Mary Wi however, recently stated 
in one of the medical journals that 15°4 per cent. of the 
‘school children in Worcestershire were afflicted with the 
disease, but he was glad to see that her statement was 
‘not allowed to go unchallen 
also contained in James Millar’s statement that “ tuber- 
‘culosis is not limited to the lung in children, but is 
nerally disseminated—that is, it is a blood infection.” 
ilmonary tuberculosis, pure and simple, ay oy ve 
was essentially a disease of adult life, while, as he hac 
just shown, children succumbed to meningeal, abdomi- 
nal, or probably more often toa generalized tuberculosis. 
He maintained that the distribution of the disease in 
early life could be best explained by the results of Cal- 
mette and his fellow workers—that is, that it was a 
disease caused by the ingestion of tubercle bacilli and 
thus absorption through the intestinal tract. In adults 
also this might be true, but the possibility that many 
cases were caused by inhaling the bacillus et to be 
disproved, and some significance was attached to the 
fact that there were countries, such as Japan, where 
tuberculosis was rife, but milk, the common carrier of 
infection, was but little consumed. He would say noth- 
ing about the respective roles of the human and the 
bovine bacillus, but even if ingestion tuberculosis was 
admitted to occur in childhood it did not follow that the 
bovine bacillus was the cause, as children had many op- 
rtunities of swallowing the human variety. It must 
remembered, however, that bovine tubercle bacilli 
had been frequently isolated from human subjects, and 
especially was that the case with the child. They were 
found, moreover, generally in abdominal tuberculosis 
with or without tuberculous ulceration of the intestines. 
Dr. Copsett having replied, the conference came to a 
close.—British Medical Journal. 


, and her refutation was 








HORSEMASTERSHIP 


By “Leap Driver” 

The Director-General, Army Veterinary Department, 
in his report for 1909, as the Army and Navy Gazette 
has said, has not been so severe in his remarks on the 
horsemastership and stable management of the officers 
commanding a gp and batteries as he was in his 
1908 report, which, as was pointed out at the time, 
created a good deal of feeling among officers of the 
mounted corps. The senior officers of those corps, most 
of whom have, at some period or other of their service, 
served with the Director-General, would most probably 
pay but small attontion to his report as to their stable 
management, for they would know him better as a 
charming gentleman who wrote excellent books, and 
who wm 3 intricate diagrams on the rise and fall of the 
various ailments from which horses suffer, than as a 
practical horsemaster. That there are many gentlemen 
of the veterinary profession in the Army who are both 
excellent horsemasters and thoroughly understand stable 
management is true enough, but that the majority of the 
officers of that profession are either good horsemen or 
experts on horse and stable management is certainly not 
the éase. 

Some 75 per cent. of them join the Service with abso- 
lutely no experience whatever of stable management or 
of the feeding and care of horses further than what they 
learned at college, which is but little, and in these days, 
unfortunately for the Service and for them, they are no 
longer posted to regiments and batteries as in the old 
days, where they learned discipline, horsemastership, 
and stable management. No commanding officer of late 





years, who had the welfare of horses at heart, would 
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ever in the writer’s experience send his horses to the 
veterinary hospital if possible, for the reason that they 
usually returned in a worse condition than they went in. 

Good horsemastership is but little encouraged in these 
days by the authorities, and unfortunately theory and 
economy carry the day against practical experience. The 
home authorities have, to save a few pounds it is sup- 
posed, listened to the theorists and economists, and 
taken away horse rugs in the winter, and although many 
commanding officers who cared for the condition of their 

bought rugs out of their own pockets, every 
obstacle has been raised to prevent the use of them. 
Now everyone allows that coarse bred-horses must be 
clipped if they are to do, as all battery horses must 
do, a great deal of fast work during the winter months, 
and every horse owner, civil or er. Fadl finds out that 
the way to pe horses in good health, especially when 
crowded together in big stables, is by keeping their 
bodies warm and giving them abundance of fresh air. 
If well rugged up they rarely suffer from cold, even 
when camped out in the coldest Weather ; but a clipped 
horse, with scanty bedding and no rug, starves and loses 
condition in a cold, damp stable, and so the windows 
and doors must be partially closed, the results being 
weak chests and delicate throats, colds and coughs. Go 
into most of the old-fashioned and badly floored and 
drained troop stables in Ireland and England in the 
early morning that have been partially closed up, and 
you will be barely able to stand the atmosphere. The 
writer knew two newly-formed batteries of R.H.A. in 
Newbridge in 1900 ; the first winter one major bought 
rugs, the other did not. The battery without rugs had 
nearly 50 per cent. more entries on the sick list, and the 
horses looked wretched alongside of those of the battery 
that were rugged up. The major soon noticed it and 
bought rags, ut although horses run down very quickly 
it takes a long time to pick them up again. 

From India one hears that the authorities have 
ordered horse funds to be abolished, and one hears at- 
home that although commanding officers may keep 
nowadays running accounts with the commissariat— 
never a satisfactory system—they cannot always draw 
the forage they have saved when the horses most want 
it. Toa keen horsemaster, and there are scores of bat- 
tery majors and squadron leaders who are, a horse fund 
was a great boon in India, for he could vary his feeding, 
both in quantity and quality, according to the seasons 
of the year. The fund was always open to inspection, 
and figured monthly in the balance sheet. Many officers 
who made a study of horse feeding made t use of 
this fund ; those who go entirely by the drill book, and 
treat all horses alike and feed them all the same through- 
out the year, made no use of it. 

Any man, be he a civilian or soldier, who has studied 
horses for some — finds out that one will not require 
more than 6lb of grain and will keep big and well on it, 
whereas another will want 16lb ; one horse will want a 
lot of hay, another but very little ; some want linseed, 
some do not ; green food suits some, others it does not, 
ete. The Government ration at certain seasons of the | 
year is not at all the most suitable one, and other grains 
could be substituted. Parched barley and oats, in the 
hot weather, = in some districts better and as cheap 
as “ »” and grass, green corn, oats, carrots, etc., 
wal always be bought in the open bazaars and the 
country at cheaper rates than the commissariat would 





supply them at. All this could be and was done through 
the grass or horse fund, and the condition of the horse | 
benefitted greatly. 

In many troop stables each horse had a separate diet 
sheet, for some horses, like some men, run to fat, others | 


boiled grain. The good horsemaster studies all these 
things, and endeavours to treat each horse to the best 
advantage. 

The writer many years ago on taking over a battery 
of horses at Allahabad in the rainy season—in shocki 
condition and covered with skin disease, from being f 
all the hot season and rains on “ gram” and coarse green 

(the Government ration), and neither good of their 
ind—put the horses fairly right in four or five months 
by importing oats from a station (Dinapore) some three 
or four hours off by rail in exchange for “gram,” and by 
substituting dry grass for green grass. To the 20 or 30 
worst cases he gave for evening food boiled barley mixed 
with sheep’s-head jelly, native sugar and linseed cake, 
some 20 p be heads being boiled down a week. Many 
battery commanders would buy up tracts of grass and 
cut and stack them, and often themselves advanced 
money to the fund to do so. The fund also provided 
extra blankets, corn crushers, and chaff-cutting machines 
etc. That the condition of the horses will fall away if 
merely fed on the ration as supplied by the commissariat 
is certain, and officers have already represented this, 
for the grain as supplied is “gram” or “coolthie,” 
according to the price in the district, and neither, espec- 
ially “gram,” is suitable for all seasons of the year in 
any quantity ; by the help of the horse fund this could 
be rectified. 

It seems a pity that the Headquarters authorities 
should try in any way to discourage good horsemasters 
in the Army. It was want of the knowledge, on the part 
of the Headyuarters staff, of horsemastership, of the 
capabilities of the horse and of the facts that horses had 
delicate lungs, not too strong stomachs and sensitive 
feet, that caused the death of many thousands of good 
animals during the South African Campaign, for had 
the officers of the staff studied the horse and treated him 
as a rather delicate animal with a constitution, and not 
as a machine, they would not on the arrival of a ship- 
load of grass-fed horses that had been standing between 
decks for from four to five weeks without much air and 
no exercise, on wet and filthy floorings, have shod them 
at once, stuffed them with corn and sent them off, some 
24 to 48 hours after landing, often some 3,000 or 4,000ft. 
above the sea level, to go direct into the fighting line. 
The regimental officers and the remount officers were in 
no way to blame, and the eg ye of the Regular 
cavalry and the Horse and Field Artillery was good 
enough had they been given horses in any sort of condi- 
tion, but the horses no chance under such treatment 
and died by scores, and in the irregular corps and 
mounted infantry naturally in greater number. 

Unfortunately the knowl of and love of horses 
among all officers, and — ly among staff officers. 
yearly becomes less since the advent of motors. Twenty 
years ago nearly every staff officer re one or two horses 
at least, and hunted regularly. ow, alas! the staff 
officers in the hunting field are becoming year by year 
fewer in number. On staff rides and manceuvres staff 
officers go in motor cars in these days ; how much better 
it ual be for their health, their figures, and their tem- 
pers if they rode horses! Asa rule, none of them get on 


4 


'a horse from month’s end to month’s end, and when 


they nave to go on a mounted parade they ride a ten- 
pounder or borrow a trooper. 

Young officers join the Army every year knowing less 
about horses, for their parents keep motors instead of 
horses, and, when they join, many even in the cavalry 
have a better seat in a motor than on a horse. The 
issuing of £10 troopers to officers has done a t deal 
it is to be feared, to lessen the interest that officers used 
to take in their stable management. There were no 


run to lean; some have good digestions, some bad ;| keener horsemasters than the mounted officers and _ad- 
some bolt their food, others chew it ; some have active }jutants in infantry regiments in olden days, who drew 


livers, some sl 


ish ones ; some eat fast, and others | 
slow ; some do 


on hard food, others on soft and 


forage for their one horse and hunted two days a week, 
No one can take the same interest in a Government ten* 
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er. The finding chargers for officers by the 
vernment sounds and reads like economy ; it is 
certainly a good business for the Government. Many a 
horse let at £10 a year in South Africa would not have 
fetched £30 in the public market ; but, as one who has 
been a poor man and has hunted and drawn forage for 
some 38 years, the writer feels confident that had he 
been given £10 Government horses, instead of drawing 
forage and buying his own horses, he would have had 50 
per cent. less hunting, 30 per cent. more falls, and 80 per 
cent. less enjoyment, besides losing £100 to £200 a year 
profit on his horses.—dArmy and Navy Gazette. 


DICK VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


An important stage in the development of the scheme 
for the transference and rebuilding of the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College was reached on Friday last, 19th inst., 
when it was decided by a Sub-Committee of the Lord 
Provost’s Committee of Edinburgh Corporation to recom- 
mend that the Council should make a contribution of 
£3000 to the Building fund. It remains for the Council 
to accept the recommendation, as to which there would 
seem to be no reasonable doubt. With the adoption of 
the recommendation, an enterprise of the last importance 
to veterinary science and to the reputation of Edinburgh 
as a centre of scientific instruction will have been greatly 
forwarded. 

The Dick Veterinary College was originally founded 
by the late Prof. William Dick. When he died about 
forty years ago he bequeathed his estate to the Town 
Council as his trustees to enable them to carry on the 
College in Clyde Street. The Town Council did carry 
on the institution until 1906, when, under an arrange- 
ment with the University, the trustees of Miss Mary 
Dick (sister of Prof. Dick), and Mr. M‘Callum, M.R.c.v.s., 
an Act of Parliament was obtained by which the College, 
as an incorporated body, was to be managed thencefor- 
ward by a representative Board of Governors. That 
Board comprised delegates from the Town Council, from 
the University, from the Highland Society, and the 
veterinary profession itself. e first problem which 
arose was a financial one. Prof. Dick’s bequest went 
so far, but not sufficiently far to meet the modern de- 
mands made on the College. Miss Mary Dick, who died 
some years after her brother, bequeathed her estate 
partly to the University and partly to other trustees, 
who were at a specified time to hand the residue over to 
the Dick College. But even that was not sufficiently 
ample. Mr. M‘Callum, whose name- has already been 
mentioned, came forward and gave the sum of £15,000 
for the further endowment of the College. When in 
1906 the incorporation took place, all these funds were 
in hand, in addition to the income from fees and 
otherwise accruing to the College itself. 

With these resources the work of the College was 
carried on with great success. It is a remarkable fact 
that at this moment the men who are at the head of the 
veterinary profession in all the three kingdoms, and at 
the head even of other Veterinary Colleges in the land, 
are Dick College men. In the Army and throughout 
the veterinary profession the Dick College is regarded 
with profound respect as having with comparatively 
restricted means done a notable work in the education 
of veterinary students. For some time past the trustees 
have been endeavouring to extend the curriculum and 
to provide more scientific teaching in accordance with 
modern ideas, and in particular they are striving to have 
the veterinary profession recognised by the University 
by the conferring of a special degree. Edinburgh Uni- 
versity was willing to grant a veterinary degree, and for 
that purpose passed an ordinance some years ago. 
According to the University Acts, that ordinance re- 





quired the sanction of the Privy Council, and owing to 
the opposition of other parties it was not carried 
through. It is an effort which, however, will again be 
renewed, and it is hoped that ere long University recog- 
nition will be obtained. , 
While the College Board of Management have carried 
on its work with marked success, they have been 
cramped by somewhat incommodious premises. Ac- 
cordingly they resolved a year or two to acquire new 
premises, where facilities could be obtained for the 
teaching in the most modern and efficient manner of the 
i theory, and practice of veterinary science. 


Fhey ba i 
= y have been fortunate in obtaining the offer of a site 


at Summerhall Square, in the vicinity of the University, 
which besides other advantages has this, that students 
will be enabled to combine attendance at certain Univer- 
sity classes with regular study at the Veterinary College. 
Plans have been tentatively prepared, and if ultimate} 
carried out Edinburgh will possess a College which will 
take rank among the foremost veterinary” teaching 
institutions, and which might attain the position of the 
best in the three kingdoms. It will embody the best 
features of similar institutions at home and on the Con- 
tinent, notably those of the German schools. 

To carry out these plans there will be required, - 
proximately, the sum of £50,000, which will include the 
cost of the site. Under the Scottish Education Act of 
last year the Dick College has been ised as a 
central institution. The effect of this is that for the 
future one-half of the expense of maintaining the College 
and carrying it on will be paid by the Department. For 
the future, therefore, ample provision is assured. There 
remains, however, the important matter of the provision 
of funds for the erection of the College buildings. _To- 
wards that the Scottish Education Department have 

to pay the sum of £25,000, provided the Board 
of the College raise locally a corresponding sum. In 
these circumstances, the Board propose to make an 
appeal to the public for money, and they have come in 

e first instance to the Town Council, whose connection 
with the College has in the past been very intimate. 
There seems little doubt that, as has been indicated, the 
£3000 now recommended to the Council as a suitable 
subscription, will ultimately be granted. 

With commendable public spirit, Mr. C. E. Price, M.P. 
for the Central Division of Edinburgh, has come forward 
and given a promise of £500, with the further under- 
taking that he will raise an equal sum, making in all 
£1000. Even with that generous amount, and the £3000 
which may be expected from the Corporation, it will be 
seen that there still remains to be raised a very sub- 
stantial sum. When the appeal comes to be hee! the 
public must not be allowed to forget the immense im- 
eo of inaugurating and maintaining in Scotland a 

rst-class Veterinary College. The veterinary science 
has of late years become of increasing value, and the 
demands made upon it are rapidly augmenting. In 
anything that is ies towards the erection of a fully 
equipped, modern Veterinary College the support of the 
University may be confidently relied upon, since the 
Principal, Sir William Turner, is one of the representa- 
tives on the Board of the College, and is at present its 
Chairman.— The Scotsman. 


Yew Poisoning at Lanark. 


At Lanark Small Debt Court on Tuesday, November 
9th, Sheriff Scott Moncrieff delivered judgment in an 
action at the instance of Alexander King, Oil Works 
Cot Lanark, against Robert Lyon, carting con- 
tractor, Lanark, for £20 in respect that defender put 
poisonous shrubs in pursuer’s field at Lanark Moor in 
the month of December last, which were eaten by the 
former’s cattle, of which two died, while another was 
rendered seriously ill. His Lordship’s judgment, which 
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fully ins the case, was as follows:—This is an 
interesting and somewhat peculiar case, and I have felt 
gat difficulty in coming toa decision. It is an action 
or damages based upon the allegations that certain cows 
belonging to pursuer died in consequence of eating yew 
which had been deposited in his field by a 
servant of the defender, who was under a contract to 
remove rubbish from the Lanark Cemetery. I am pre- 
pared to hold the followmg as facts proved :—that 
amongst other rubbish certain yew branches were de- 
posited by the defender’s servant in a field occupied by 
the pursuer in which about that time his cows had been 
grazing ; that these animals did eat branches or leaves, 
and that in consequence one at least of them died ; 
that the defender’s servant was permitted, if not ind 
actually encouraged, to depesit rubbish, includin 
vegetable matter, upon a certain spot in this field ; an 
that therefore no tres upon his part in doing what 
he did has been proved. I think further that no know- 
ledge of the dangerous nature of the yew plant upon 
either the part of the pursuer or defender has been 
established. The defender’s servant expressly says that 
he was — of such a danger. Now looking to the 
fact of his ignorance, it may be questioned whether 
there was here a case of dadieiee on the pet of the 
defender. Ignorance of an obscure scientific fact has 
certainly been held to form a good defence to the plea 
of negligence. I may refer upon this point to the case 
of Galloway v. King, 10 Macpherson, 788. I cannot say 
how widespread the ‘eden x oe of the poisonous nature 
of the yew is, and, therefore, to what extent ignorance 
can form an excuse. This poison has been dealt with in 
several legal decisions, but legal decisions do not be- 
come known to the multitude.: In an English ease— 
Crowhurst v. the Amershaw Burial Board, L. R. 4, E. x., 
Div. 5—ignorance was held to be no excuse ; but that 
appears to have been a case of trespass, and it seems to 





me that where a man is in the wrong to begin with, it 
may prejudice his plea of ignorance. ere 1s, however, 
another ground upon which I think the defender is 
entitled to prevail. The pursuer permitted, if he did 
not actually invite the depositing of rubbish upon his 
ground, he certainly received it without protest, and, 
according to one witness, pointed out where it was to be 
placed. Now in mixed rubbish there may always be an 
element of danger, such as broken glass or wire, both 
articles which would be injurious to cattle, and while I 
do not say that there was negligence on the part of the 
pursuer, [ think he must be held to have undertaken a 
certain risk. It would have been a different matter 
altogether if known poison had been deliberately, or 
even carelessly, laid down ; but all that was done appears 
to have been done in faith. I have been referred 
to a sheriff court decision, that of two well-known and 
highly respected sheriffs in Sloan v. Thomson, 7 Sheriff 
Court Repo 60. In that case there was certainly 
the element of invitation. There is, however, a distinc- 
tion, for the defender’s attention was specially called to 
branches which were asked for the use to fill gaps in 
hedges being stated, and in response to this request he 
gave poisonous substances. It may also be questioned 
whether the pursuer could be prejudiced in his claim of 
damages by the casutelinel act of his servant, who 
asked for the branches. I feel great sympathy for the 
oe in the present case in the heavy loss which he 
unquestionably sustained, but I cannot see my way 
in the circumstances to transfer his loss to the defender. 
I can only hope that the result of this case may be to 
enlighten the locality as to the nature of the yew tree, 
and to lead to greater precaution being taken. All the 
branches of this plant should certainly be carefully de- 
stroyed. The defender was allowed expenses.— North 
British Agriculturist. . 
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Tuberculous Cows in London. 


The suggestion was made, at the meeting of the Lon- 
don County Council on November 2, that the result of 
the administration of Part V of the Council’s General 
Powers Act, 1904, authorising the seizure of cows suffer- 
ing from tuberculous udders, has been to encourage 
dealers to send diseased cattle to London. Mr. Rey- 
nolds, commenting on a report by the Public Health 
Committee that a number of cows had been seized and 
slaughtered, said that in recent years an illicit trade in 
diseased animals had grown up. The Medical Officer of 
Health for Portsmouth in a report directed to the 
“menace to health through the systematic trade in 
diseased animals, particularly tuberculous cows carried 
on in markets ourside Portsmouth,” and stated that 
owing to measures taken by the town, the animals were 
sent to other ee and specially to London. Mr. 
Reynolds thought the London County Council was pay- 
ing excessively high compensation, and that the result 
was to tempt dealers to send diseased cattle to London. 
He wondered how long the cows mentioned in the 

nt report had been in the hands of the owners. 
Mr. Easton remarked that until the Government passed 
general legislation to deal with the milk industry it 
would not be possible to trace a particular cow. Mr. 
Gilbert Johnstone, Chairman of the Committee, said 
the possibility of tuberculous cows gravitating to Lon- 
don as a consequence of the Milk Act had not been 
overlooked. Since last March only 22 cows had been 
seized in London, and there was no indication that an 
unusually large number of diseased cows were coming 
into London. The inspectors had instructions to report 
at once if they saw any sign of such a thing, and also to 
ascertain how long a particular cow had been in the 
possession of its present owners. Most of the cases 
which came before the Committee were undoubtedly 
béna fide, for it was only after careful expert examina- 
tion that the indications of diséase were detected. 


The Pure Food Congress in Paris. 


The second Pure Food Congress, which was recently 
held in Paris, was devoted to defining the operations 
and manipulations permissible in the handling of ali- 
mentary substances. There were more than 2,000 
delegates. 

The general results of the Con were of an inter- 
esting character, and some of these will no doubt be 
translated into law immediately. It was agreed that 
pure wine could only be such as is derived from the 
complete or incomplete fermentation of fresh grapes. 
The operation, however, in the handling of wine might 
be various. It was decided that wine ler export might 
be fortified with alcohol derived from malt, but this 
curious decision did not commend itself to many of the 
foreign delegates. 

The dairy section agreed that the standard of water 
in butter was too low, and should be raised from 16 to 
18 per cent. They also that the addition of pre- 
servatives to butter should be included amongst regu- 
lar operations, and that in future it should not be neces- 
sary to declare their presence. These decisions were 
afterwards ratified by the hygienists. This attitude 
is much in advance of that taken at the Geneva Congress 
last year. If the Congress had decided that preserva- 
tives were unnecessary their declaration would have 
affected a large part of British trade, for while it is 
possible to import butter from the British Colonies 
without preservatives, — a great measure to cold 
storage, it deteriorates on the voyage when there is no 
preservative present, and commands a lower price when 
placed on the market in England. 

A long and animated discussion took place on the 
question as to whether alkali should be permitted in the 





making of cocoa. The large manufacturers stated that 
its use was un . The small makers, how- 
ever, who were in the majority, declared that alkali was 
essential, and it would appear that if the use of alkali 
is prohibited it would practically mean the extinction 
of a great many cocoa businesses, the produce from 
which ‘does not compete with that of the large manufac- 
turers. Though undoubtedly an inferior article, it is 
sold at a less Tow The section decided that the whole 
question of the definition of pure cocoa should be refer- 
red to'an International Commission, and no doubt this 
will be arranged in due course. In the meantime the 
° agen agreed that the use of alkali was permissi- 
e. 


The question of the addition ef colours to food pro- 
voked considerable discussion. It was generally recog- 
nised that, while colours are un from the ali- 
mentary point of view, they are desirable from the point 
of view of the “get-up” of various goods, not only in 
Sey foods, but in drugs. It was therefore agreed that a 
ist of some 20 aniline colours should be itted in 
connection with alimentary substances.— The T'imes. 


“Secret remedies’ and the Press. 


The volume, Secret Remedies, published by the British 
Medical Association at the end of July, already 
commanded so large a sale that it is evident that it has 
applealed to a large section of the intelligent public. 

e first two impressions were absorbed in than 
month, and since then no less than three further im- 
pressions have been called for, the vast majority being 
sold through ordinary trade channels. The book 
has had a ready sale on railway bookstalls, and 
the demand shows signs of steadily growing. This 
large sale must be attsibuted tothe intrinsic interest of 
the subject, for the book has not been at all largely 
advertised. Advertisements have appeared in the Daily 
Telegraph, Manchester Guardian, Glasgow Herald, 
Spectator, Punch, John Bull, Pharmaceutical Journal, 
and Chemist and Druggist. An advertisement tendered 
to the, Daily Mail was at first declined, but afterwards 
accepted. The Daily Express, Daily Chronicle, Star, 
Graphic, and News of the World refused to insert the ad- 
vertisement, and the veto in the case of these news- 
papers has been maintained. This fact casts a light at 
once curions and instructive on the attitude of part of 
the British newspaper press towards the quack medicine 
trade.. It is, of course, common knowledge that the 
nostrum mongers advertise very largely, and the revenue 
derived by many newspapers from this source must be 
very ¢onsiderable, but probably few members of the 

ublic realize that some newspapers reap so large a 
eevee from the nostrum advertisers that they are un- 
willing to accept a modest little advertisement of a book 
which explains what these much-vaunted remedies con- 
tain, and how much they cost to make. It is true that 
the contract between these claims and these in ients 
is striking ; the former are as exuberant as the latter 
are commonplace. The romance of the advertisement, 
indeed, finds no support in the prose of the analyst. 
But all these our contemporaries profess a mission to 
educate the public, and might therefore have been ex- 
pected to review the book at length, so that their readers 
might; be enlightened as to the composition of the reme- 
dies which are said to cure consumption, and kidney 
disease, and gout, and epilepsy, and diabetes, and even 
cancer. Instead of ‘so doing they take the extreme 
course of refusing an advertisement of the work. Wise 
in their own generation, they assign no reason for the 
refusal, and the suggestion that it is the fear of offend- 
ing the quack drug sellers is permissible. It is not an 
incident of which the British press can feel proud, but it 
is one of which the medical profession must take note. 
—The British Medical Journal, 
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A Step Forward. 


We are glad to be able to announce that Lord Braye 
has at last introduced the Indecent Advertisements 
(Amendment) Bill into the House of Lords. This Bill 
has for its object the broadening and amplifying of the 
salutary clauses in the old Act of 1889. It is sincerely 
to be hoped that the Lords will find time, even with the 
imminent distractions of the Finance Bill, to deal 
generously with this Bill, which is worth cordial sup- 
port from every thoughtful member of the community, 
whether lay or professional. The Bill, for example, 
substitutes for the somewhat loose fifth section of the 
old Act the following desirable emendation :—“ Any 
advertisement, relating to any disease affecting the 
generative organs of either sex, or to any complaint or 
qua: arising from or relating to sexual intercourse, 
or to the treatment of any complaint or condition 

uliar to females, or to the removal of irregularities 
in menstruation, and any advertisement relating to 
drugs, medicines, appliances, or treatment for procuring 
abortion or promoting miscarriage or preventing concep- 
tion, or which might reasonably be construed as relating 
to any illegal medical treatment or to any illegal surgi- 
cal operation.” This is a highly necessary alteration, 
for, as the law stands, at present such advertisements 
are allowed to be published and the onus of showing 
that they are indecent or irregular lies upon the unfor- 
tunate moralist (ving that term in the sense that Lati- 
mer did) who has the courage to bring an action against 
the paper that has inserted such notices. No such 
action, so far as we are aware, has ever been brought, 

robably because the odds are greatly in favour of the 
defendants in such a case. The Amended Act will im- 
prove matters in this direction, solidifying and broaden- 
ing, as it does, the old fifth clause which has really 
nothing in its favour. Further on the Bill has the fol- 
lowing equally desirable provisions :—2. Whosoever 
shall exhibit to public view in any house or shop aiy 
appliance for procuring abortion or promoting miscar- 
riage or preventing conception, shall, on conviction in 
manner provided by the Summary Jurisdiction Acts, be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds, or at the 
discretion of the court, to imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for a term not exceeding three months. 3. 
(1) Whosoever shall—({a) publish in any newspaper any 
indecent advertisement ; or (4) deliver to any other 
person any indecent advertisement for the purpose of 
procuring the publication thereof in any newspaper, 
shall be liable, on conviction in manner provided by the 
Summary Jurisdiction Acts, to a ye! not exceeding 
five pounds, or, in the discretion of the court, to im- 
prisonment with or without hard labour for a term not 
exceeding three months: Provided that on the convic- 
tion of a body corporate of an offence against this section 
the court may impose a penalty not exceeding twenty- 
five pounds. The value of such restrictions, which are 
a step in the right direction, can hardly be overestima- 
ted when a glance at a Sunday newspaper is sufficient 
to show the medical reader the amount of indecent 
rubbish which is foisted upon a gullible public. A cer- 
tain amount of latitude in the matter of advertisement 
must be allowed, but of late years the liberty to use the 
privileges of advertising has degenerated into license, 
in so far, at least, as notices of matters which are on the 
borderland between decency and indecency are concern- 
ed.—The Hospital. 





REVIEWS. 

Microscopes : Microscope Accessorigs. Ernst LEItz 
Wetzlar. London branch: Oxford House, 9 Oxfo 
Street, W. 

This widely known firm forward us two new cata- 


various microscopical accessories, chiefly optical. The 
gay mae apparatus, and ew the objectives, 
of Leitz have for many years been so universally es- 
teemed that any such catalogues are of great interest ; 
the present ones are especially so, on account of an ex- 
ceptional number of innovations. Only a brief enumera- 
tion of these is possible, and we take the list of stands 
and lenses first. Several new stands of very various 
degrees of elaboration—from those suitable for critica] 
high-power work to simple auxiliary microscopes—have 
been added ; and we notice that fully nine stands, in- 
cluding a portable one, are now fitted with the special 
form of fine adjustment introduced by the maker a few 
years ago, which is evidently justifying the expectations 
then formed of it. An even greater number of innova- 
tions and modifications appear with rd to the lenses. 
Several new ones have been introduced—a 4-ineh achro- 
matic of. 40 N.A. and a 2 m.m. apochromatic of 1°40 
N.A. being most -interesting to the average worker 
and the seeker after critical images respectively— 
and nay others have been re-computed. 

The old No. 3, for instance, which for many years 
has been a ?-inch of °28 N.A., is now a #-inch of °30. 
Special attention is now drawn to the apochromatic 
series of objectives (two oil immersions and four dry 
lenses) and, in addition to these, a series of semi-apo- 
chromatic high power lenses (ranging from }-inch dry to 
1-16th immersion) is listed. he latter, being con- 
structed with fluorite, are superior in achromatism to the 
ordinary achromatics, and not much more costly. The 
Huyghenian eyepieces have been recast to secure a more 
regular progression of magnification, and their foci now 
lie in the same plane. 

The catalogue of accessories is no less interesting, 
comprising a simplified arrangement for the demonstra- 
tion of ultra-microscopic particles after the method of 
Siedentopf and Zsigmondy, several reflecting condensers 
(one of which can be used upon any microscope without 
special adaptation) for examining living unstained 
micro-organisms with high powers by dark ground 
illumination, and a new vertical illuminator for exam- 
ining opaque objects. One other new feature which 
will be especially welcome to the English critical 
worker is an achromatic condenser constructed with a 
view to aplanatism, the N.A. of which is 1°0 if used dry, 
and 1°40 if immersed. It is curious that Continental 
makers, who have led the way in the construction of 
objectives, should so long have clung to the old Abbe 
condenser with its chromatic disadvantages and _ its 
excessive spherical aberration ; and it is a good omen 
that the firm of Leitz have produced a superior one. 
Concluding, we may say that these catalogues show the 
same remarkable moderation in prices which has always 
characterised this progressive house. 


THE JOURNAL OF TROPICAL VETERINARY SCIENCE.— 
Vol. IV. No. 3. 1909. Edited by the Inspector- 
General, with the collaboration of the Officers of the 
Indian Civil Veterinary Department. (Published for 
the LC.V.D. by Thacker, Spink and Co., Caleutta. 
London : W. Thacker and Co.) 


This journal was founded scarcely four years ago. Its 
yresent size, and the solid nature of its contents, show 
_ great a lacuna in veterinary literature it has filled. 
The current issue comprises fully 225 pages of literary 
matter, of which 141 pages are taken up by ten original 
articles. All of these are of interest can value to the 
student of tropical veterinary medicine, perhaps the 
most helpful to English readers contemplatin colonial 
work being the first one, by Colonel F. 
F.R.C.V.S. This article, modestly entitled “Some 
Notes on Rabies,” deals with the diagnosis. of the 
disease both clinically and in the laboratory, and will 





logues, one of microscopes and objectives, the other of 


certainly be very helpful to the English student, who 
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has moun chaeer ed the disease. Sp details of labora- 

me preparing tissues for microscopic exam- 
a Po are given, and diseased and healthy tissues of 
various nerve centres are beautifully illustrated. 

Mr. A. S. Leese, who is studying camel diseases, con- 
tributes two useful notes—one upon the pulse, respira- 
tion, and temperature of the camel, the temperature of 
which animal in particular has been a very uncertain 
point ; the other upon tapeworms in Punjab came 
which contains a description of a hitherto undescri 
worm of some pathogenic importance. Trypanosomal 
diseases and their treatment, the distribution of various 
biting and blood-sucking insects, and_trychorrhexis 
nodosa in the horse, are dealt with in other articles b 
different observers, and it should be noted that eac 
article is evidently based, not upon text-book teaching, 
but upon individual observation and experiment. 

The remaining 84 pages are in smaller type, and are 
occupied by about thirty extracts and summaries re- 

ing work done in various parts of the world bear- 
ing upon tropical veterinary science. None of these 
show the excessive condensation which often mars the 
notes and extracts seen in scientific journals, and this 
part of the publication is probably quite as valuable as 
the ptt g articles. Every veterinary surgeon who 
cares for comparative pathology will find this journal of 
great interest. To those who either are or may be con- 
cerned in tropical work—whether in-a military or civil 
capacity—it should be considered absolutely indispen- 
sable. 





Operation on a Lioness. 


An operation was performed on a lioness in Messrs. 
Bostock and Wombwell’s menagerie at King’s Lynn on 
Saturday, Nov. 13th. ; 

The animal had been suffering from a diseased jaw, 


and it was found oe to apply a seton. 


Mr. D. 8S. Jack, a local veterinary surgeon, who had 
previously operated on a leopard and a zebra, volunteered 
to perform the necessary operation. 

e lioness was lassoed in her den, drawn to the bars 
of the cage, and firmly bound with ropes. Mr. Jack 
then entered the den. The animal snarled and snapped 
at him, and struggled to get free. 

Captain Wombwell entered the cage and held the 
animal’s head while a piece of wood was inserted be- 
tween its jaws, and after several attempts, the veterinary 
surgeon successfully performed the operation.—Daily 


Express. 


A Successful Amateur Operation. 


Where veterinary surgeons are scarce, and live too far 
off to be available, there are many who would be glad 
of such a neighbour as our correspondent whose letter 
we publish below. It shows what can be done by ob- 
servant men availing themselves of books and agricul- 
tural publications. 

Sir,—I received yours re pony just as I was leaving 
home for a day or two, so that I have not been able to 
reply before. The owner of the pony is our local post- 


‘ master. I pam’ to be at Uyeasound posting letters 
e 


and noticed pony was not right, so I inquired 

anything was the matter, and was told that it had n 
to fall off in condition in March (I saw it in the middle 
of July) and that it had ually fallen off in condition 
until it was in a miserable state when I saw it. I have 
frequently trephined sheep for sturdy, and have had a 
fair proportion of successful results. As the pony’s 
behaviour was very similar to that of a sturdied sheep, 


and the skull frontal bone waz quite soft above 
eye, I said that I was convi it was sturdy, 

wed, I would like to try to operate, as 
would only die anyway. He was quite willing, 
went over to Uyeasound next day, and with my 
herd as assistant, successfully ormed the operation. 
We cast the mare, fixed her feet so that she could not 
struggle too much, clipped her forelock and hair off her 
forehead. I then bored her head in the centre of the 
soft place in the bone and immediately struck the cyst, 
from which I got a large amount of water. I was not 
successful in getting the whole of the cyst out, as it was 
in an extremely rotten state and broke up into small 
pieces as I took it out. I then bandaged her head up 
and left her to chance. I heard about a fortnight later 
that the mare was all right and taking quite an interest 
in her foal, which she had never done before. I am 
afraid I have been rather lengthy, but I hope I have 
been clear.—I am, etc., 

T. M. A. Wurre. 


Uyeasound, Shetland. 
—Farmer and Stock Breeder. 


Veterinary Certificates in Australia. 


At the November Council meeting of the Shire Horse 
Society :— 

The Victorian Government intimated that their veter- 
inary certificate of soundness would be granted in re- 
spect of soy imported horses in regard to which a veter- 
inary certificate of the Shire Horse Society had been 
issued, and inviting the Council to authorise the exami- 
nation of such stallions for export. 

A member urged the necessity of appointing an official 
veterinary referee, to whom owners of animals selected 
for one of the Society’s medals, but rejected by the local 
society’s veterinary surgeon, could appeal. e Council 
resolved that both these proposals should be referred to 
the Horse Show Committee for their consideration and 
report at their December meeting. 


Cats for a German Colony. 


The Governor of the German Colony of Togo has 
ordered cats to be officially kept in all the schools, hospi- 
tals, prisons, and other public buildings where natives 
congregate. The order, according to 7' rican Mail, 
is contained in a decree dealing with the of the 
introduction of plague in T from the British Gold 
Coast. The Governor says that Dr. Koch, the bacter- 
iologist, had reported the successful experiments made 
with cats for the eradication of rats in p infected 
and plague-menaced harbours of China. In Hong Kong 
orders had already been issued providing for the main- 
tenance of one cat in every house and three cats in the 
larger houses. 


Personal. 


Pe ~ my ee the 15th _~ a Church 

of the Holy Name, lehouse Road, Bom by th 

Rev. Father J. B. Stein, 8.J., Maurice Herbert Sowerby, 

Indian Civil Veteri Department, to Queenie, daugh: 

- of the late John Edward Beevor Jeffery, Indian Civil 
rvice. 


Mr. D. AITCHISON, M.R.C.V.8., D.A.D., Principal of the 
Madras Veterinary College, while examining a case in 
the Dog’s Home recently, was bitten by a rabid dog. 
He has gone to the Pasteur Institute at Coonoor for 
treatment. Mr. J. F. Graham, L.C.S., to whom the dog 
belonged, has also gone for treatment as a precautionary 





measure. 
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CoMPLIMENT TO Mr. Joun A. THompson, J.P. 


On Thursday evening, Nov. 11th, in the Masonic 
em Bg roma Avenue (the Town Hall not being availa- 
ble) Mr. John A. Thompson, F.R.C.V.S., was entertained 
by a number of friends and admirers in Lurgan and 

ortadown to a complimentary supper, to mark the 
occasion of his appointment to the magistracy of Co. 
Armagh. Dr: 8. ew, M.A., occupied the ehair, and 
a numerous company sat down. On the right of the 
Chairman sat the —_ of the evening, Mr. Thompson, 
and Dr, Ellis, of the L.G.B., while on his left were Mr. 
James Gregg, president of the Northern Branch of the 
Veterinary Association, and Mr. Hugh Hayes. Amongst 
others present were : Dr. Heron, Portadown ; Dr. Reid, 
Montiaghs ; Messrs. James Grew, J.P., Portadown ; Ed. 
O’Hagan, solicitor; C. W. Neill, solicitor ; W. R. P. 
Eccles, LL.D., J. McMeekin, Portadown ; S. A. Pinker- 
ton, John Mahaffy, William White, James Walsh, 
Portadown ; F. W. Pollock, J — Harrison, Louis 
Richardson, R. Thompson, M.R.C. S., Richard Soye, 
James Pennington and C. M. Davies, Waringstown ; 
Daniel Drennan, Crozier Wilson, George Baillie, J.P., 
Edward Weir, J. W. Walby, C.E., J. P. Newell, John 
Talbot, Thomas Kennedy, E. Filbin, and George 
SMe Hugh Hayes, i ing “Our G dh 

Mr. Hugh Hayes, in proposing “ Our Guest,’ said he 
keenly appreciated the Coreer of proposing the principal 
toast of the evening. He had known Mr. Thompson 
for well over a quarter of a century, and during that 
time their acquaintanceship had been of the most cordial 
description, and nothing had ever occurred to disturb 
the good feeling that existed between them, It was true 
that they had had differences as to the best method of 
getting rid of a doubtful horse (Laughter), but such 

ifferences were only momentary. He believed that no 
one who knew Mr. Thompson would deny that he was 
“kg at gage kind-hearted gentleman. (Hear, hear.) 
He no doubt that Mr. Thompson would uphold the 
best traditions of the Bench, and act as Mr. Ellis had 
anticipated. ‘ny seme He was sure all present con- 
par 2 Mr. Thompson on his appointment to the 
magistracy, and wished him long life and prosperity in 
the enjoyment of the honour. He did not think he 
could conclude better than by saying “ May his shadow 
never grow less.” a 

Mr. James Grew, J.P., said he felt it a great pleasure 
to be be present to do honour to Mr. Thompson. He 
had known Mr. Thomson now for many years and he 
could endorse Mr. Hayes’s remarks. e ssed all 
the characteristics that went to make an able magistrate, 
he would discharge the duties of the office, they were 
very confident, without fear or favour or hope of reward 
and they were all assured that if he erred at all it would 
be on the side of mercy. ore). ; 

Mr. William White said he would like to associate 
himself with what had been said by the previous —— 
He had the honour and pleasure of knowing Mr. Thomp- 
son since he came to Lurgan some twenty-six or twenty- 
seven years ago, and he agreed that Mr. Thompson was 
all that the previous speakers had said. 

Mr. McMeekin, Dr. Heron, Mr. O‘Hagan, Mr. Joseph 
Harrison, Mr. George Baillie, J.P., Mr. John Mahaffy 
and the Chairman having also spoken, the toast was 
honoured with the greatest enthusiasm. 

Mr. Thompson, in responding, thanked Mr. Hayes for 
the flattering words he used in proposing the toast, 
also the other speakers who had supported it, and_ the 
company for the genial manner in which they had re- 
ceived it. After the various references by the different 

ers to himself, he really wondered if that evening 
he was the right man in the right place, because he felt 
quite unworthy, of the high compliments that had been 
paid him. He did not think he was deserving in any 











way of the honour which had been conferred upon him, 
nor of that congratulatory meeting, for he felt that that 
meeting was due to the kindly feeling and fellow- 
ship of the friends and neighbours he mingled amongst 
more than to merit on his part. Any words of his would 
be quite inadequate to express the pleasure he felt at 
being the guest of that company, many of whom had 
attended at great inconvenience, for which he thanked 
them.— The Lurgan Mail. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 





Extract from London Gazette 
INDIA OrFice, Nov. 23. 
InpIAN CrviL VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


To have the temporary rank of Colonel while holdin 
the appointment of Inspector-General :—Lieut.-Colonel 
Henry Thomas Pease, c.1.z. Dated Sept. 3rd, 1907. 








OBITUARY. 
ALBERT WHEATLEY, F.R.C.V.8., Reading. 
Graduated, Lond : April, 1876. 
Mr. Wheatley has been seriously ill for some little 
time past. On Thursday there was a ch for the 
worse, and death occurred the same night. He was a 
member of Council in 1891, and Examiner in Stable 
Management since 1901. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 





——— 








Sir, 

If the correspondence upon this subject is continued, it 
may do something to draw the attention of the quali 
members of the profession to the question of unqualified 
assistants. 

Possibly the letter from an unqualified person subscrib- 
ing himself ‘‘ An Enquirer’’ in yourcurrent issue may do 
likewise, in a manner the writer did not expect. It is in- 
structive to note that this individual seems quite uncon- 
scious of his own effrontery in describing himself as ‘‘ one 
of the numerous unqualified men in the veterinary profession 
(I italicise certain words in this exceedingly contradictory 
definition), and that he apparently considers himself and 
his kind as entitled to some special consideration from our 
Council. He writes to ask ‘‘in the event of bye-law 109 
being enforced, what is the R.C.V.S8. going to do for the 
multitude of unqualified practitioners.’’ Again, I italicize a 
word, and this is my answer to the question. The Council 
of the R.C.V.S. will never do anything for the unqualified 
assistants beyond ignoring their existence for a time. 
What the Council ought to do with the whole fraternity 
now, and will do with them sooner or later, is—stamp them - 


out. 

What are these unqualified assistants as a class? On 
paper they are often represented (as ‘‘An Enquirer’’ re- 
presents himself) as deserving but unfortunate persons who 
have attempted to qualify, and failed through ‘‘ financial 
difficulties ’’ occasioned by no fault oftheirown. That ma: 
be so in the case of this particular correspondent, and 
admit that it is so in a few isolated cases. But what of the 
majority? When a student leaves a veterinary College 
without obtaining his diploma, what, in nineteen cases out 
of twenty, is the reason? Everyone who has been through 
a veterinary College knows that the vast majority of such 
cases are due to incapacity to examinations. The 
‘* financial difficulties ’’ are generally the result of the 
action of parents or guardians after several successive 
failures. Every year a considerable percentage of students 
who, either from incapacity to learn, or reluctance to try to 
learn, have failed to qualify, drop out of our schools. Some 
drift to other callings; the remainder become unqualified 
assistants. 
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—— 


Those unqualified assistants who have been to College at 
all may fairly, as a class, be described as the sweepings of 
the the failures of College life. With them we 
have another class of unqualified assistarits who have never 
been to College at all. These have a more varied origin, 
but most frequently they are handy grooms etc., clever at 
handling and dosing animals, who have found favour in the 
sight of some veterinary surgeon, and been initated into 
the mysteries (chiefly a few stock prescriptions) of a prac- 
tice ran on purely commercial lines. They are, in fact, 
quacks who are manufactured and maintained by veteri- 
pary surgeons as handy articles ; their ex-student colleagues 
are little better, though these latter are not so much 
directly manufactured as supported by qualified men. Both 
alike exist because they are supported by qualified men, 
and this is the crux of the whole question. 

‘An Enquirer’’ mentions that since leaving College he 
has been constantly employed either as locum or assistant 
“jn some of the best practices in England.’’ I can quite 
believe him. The best practices in England or anywhere 
else—the largest and most lucrative—are run largely on 
commercial lines, and very often they are run by men 
whose sole interest in the profession is a commercial one. 
Now I fully admit that, from the purely commercial point 
of view, the unqualified assistant has his advantages over 
the qualified. Space forbids a consideration of those advan- 

uch advantages as cheapness, willingness to per- 
form much work that a qualified man would refuse to do, 
etc. Itis sufficient to say that they are all commercial 
advantages, which appeal most to the sort of practitioner 
who is better fitted to be behind a grocer’s counter then 
within the ranks of a learned profession. And that is 
the sort of practitioner that keeps the unqualified assistant 
in being. 

I conclude with a retrospect and a suggestion. I am old 
enough to remember something of the days when the 
Council first legislated against advertising. Advertising is 
much akin to keeping unqualified assistants. Both are 
profitable to us commercially, especially the former. Both 
are discreditable to us professionally, especially, I think, 
the latter. 

Those members who placed the credit of the profession 
above their individual financial interests agitated against 
advertising. The Council, once assured of the support of 
the better half of the profession, disregarded the shop- 
keeping members, and legislated against advertising—tfirst 
by a bye-law in 1895, and afterwards by a more drastic 
one (the present bye-law 108) in 1899. The commercial 
element in the profession grumbled fiercely, and still 
grumbles. Hundreds of men would advertise like soap- 
vendors to-day if they could, and some do evade the bye- 
law as far as they dare even at the present moment. Yet 
the bye-law still stands, supported by the public opinion of 
the profession, and it is gradually doing its repressive work. 
Far fewer complaints against members for advertising 
come before the Council now than was the case a few 
years ago, and the number will lessen every year. 

What has happened with regard to advertising will 
happen with regard to the keeping of unqualified assistants. 
When the Council are satisfied that the better half of the 
profession really desire the latter practice to be stopped, it 
will be stopped ; and not till then. I believe personally 
that the opinion against unqualified assistants is quite 
strong enough within the profession to induce the Council 
to act, if that opinion were made manifest. I believe that 
if half of those who disapprove of the practice said so, the 
Council would act within the next few months. 

Ido not say that the extinction of the unqualified assist- 
ant would be very easy, any more than the abolition of ad- 
vertising has been. I do not tnink Bye-law 109 would be 


strong enough ; that enactment seems to me of dubious | 


utility unless the unqualified assistant was represented as 
qualified. Then, whatever the wording of the new bye- 
law, I quite recognise one difficulty that would often hamper 
the Council in dealing with individual cases—the difficulty 
of deciding where the mere skilled attendant upon animals 
—as the groom who is sent to give a physic ball—leaves off, 
and the genuinely objectionable unqualified assistant begins. 
And, of course, we should encounter some snarling oppo- 





sition from the commercially-minded patron of unqualified 
assistants ; and undoubtedly our ears would be assailed by 
much clamorous outcry from the unqualified assistants 
themselves. But forall that I believe that the Council 
could be induced to act very soon, and, having once begun 
to act, would proceed by degrees till the unquslified assist- 
ant had become as extinct as the Dodo. I suggest that 
those who think with me should say so, and join in an agi- 
tation to focus the attention of the Council upon a standing 
reproach to the profession.—Yours faithfully, 
‘*Lonpon PRacrrrioner."’ 


Dear Sir, 

May I as an unqualified assistant be allowed to endorse 
the letter by ‘‘ An Enquirer” in last week’s Record. May 
I also make a suggestion that might possibly be worth con- 
sideration by the Council of the R.C.V.8. There are many 
capable and practical men who, although unqualified, are 
certainly no disgrace tu the profession, and who simply 
through being borr under less auspicious circumstances 
than some of their : nore fortunate brethren, are condemned 
for taking up a work in life for which they have both the 
brains and the skill. Moreover, those who have had 
courage enough to take up the profession as unqualified 
assistants are now threatened with complete banishment 
from the sphere of life for which, practically speaking, they 
are most suited. 

Now why could not an ‘‘ auxiliary standard’’ of educa- 
tion be recognised by the Council whereby those who can- 
not afford to take the whole course might, by payment of a 
nominal fee, obtain a certificate certifying their proficiency 
up to a certain standard set by the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
In this way unqualified men who, in the majority, are useful 
and intelligent, might turn their practical services to good 
account in the profession without as at present clashing 
with members of the R.C.V.8.— Yours faithfully, 

An 


ABOUT MEAT INSPECTORS. 


‘It will be remembered that at the time when Chinese 

rk was under consideration, Mr. John Burns stated in 
the House of Commons that he had examined the condition 
of the pork for himself. As a matter of fact he did see a 
number of carcases, and proceeded to examine them. While 
he was thus occupied an inspector came up to offer informa- 
tion, but Mr. Burns waived him aside with an intimation 
that the matter was one he intended to investigate for him- 
self. Subsequently, in reply to a question on the subject 
addressed to him in the House of Commons, Mr. Burns 
stated that he liad examined the pork and found it excellent. 
It is now stated that the particular lot of carcases which 
were then examined, approved, and recommended by Mr. 
Burns were composed of a number which had been already 
examined and condemned as tubercular by the medical officer 
of the City of London.’’—Irish Times. 
Sir, 

We understand that classes for would-be Meat Inspectors 
are now conducted (personally conducted) at Whitehall! by 
Mr. J. B——, who has made this a special study, and 
who has proved himself an expert in this subject. We 
cannot help at the same time sympathising with Sir J. 
M‘F——’s and other veterinary schools at the serious 
loss of students this will mean to them. But let them 
bear in mind and take comfort thereby, that the Inspectors 
turned out at Whitehall will, without doubt, make their 
mark in the world, the world which is always craving for 
startling discoveries. 

Pork, too, is so dear just now. We anticipate great and 
speedy reduction in prices a short time after Mr. J. B——’ 
first batch of inspectors is let loose on the world. So be 
public spirited, oh men of letters ! 

“ Azyeos.’’ 

Annual Administration Report 1908-9, C.V.D. in India. 

The Daily Telegrapb, The Daily Mirror. ~ 
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Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretaries 


AssocraTiIon or VeTertnary Orricers or Heatta 


Pres: Mr. J. 8. Lloyd, ¥.8.0.v.s., Health Office, Sheffield 
Hon, Sec: Mr, A. M. Trotter, M.n.c.v.s., 
Moore Street, Abattoir, Glasgow 


Borper Counties V.M.S8. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, u.n.0.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, m.R.c.v.8., 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 
Care or Goop Horg V.M.S8. 
Pres. Mr. J. D. Borthwick, m.8.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. J. W. Crowhurst 


Cenrtrat V.8. 
Pres. Mr. T. Salusbury Price, m.n.0.v.s., 
Essex Lodye, Brixton Hill, S.W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.z.c.v.s., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m 
Cenrrat Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 


Centrat V.A. or (RELAND. 
Pres: Mr. P. J. Howard, m.n.c.v.s., Ennis 
Hon, Sec. Mr. M. J. Cleary,  2.c.v.s., Streamstown, Moate 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey. m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.n.c.v.s., Norwich 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. James Robertson, m.8.c.v.s. 
Leo House, Stalham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 
Guascow V.M.8. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. James Lowther 
Vet. Mep. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Pres; Mr. J. Holland, m x.c v.s., Athy : 
Hon, Sec: Mr. W. H. Wilkinson, m.n.c.v.s., 
171 Great Britain-street, Dublin 
Hon, Treas: Mr, M. Hedley, F.n.0.v.s , 
6 Royal Terrace West, Kingstown 


Lancasuine V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Munro, m.z.0.v.s., Altrincham 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.n.0.Vv.8. 
Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 
Lincotnsure V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. G. Lockwood, m.n.c.v.s., Peterborough 
Hon. Sec: @ Treas: Mr. R. F. Bett, m.n.0.v.s., 
Midland Railway, Derby 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 


Liverpoot University V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, r.n.c.v.s., 
102 Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. Secs: Prof. H. E. Annett, The University, 
Arnold Richardson, m.n.0.v.s., 
111 Arundel Avenue, Liverpool 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 
Ver. Assn. or Manrrosa. 
Pres: Mr. J. Welch, Roland 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 


Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Trevor Spencer, M.RB.0.v.8., 
Montague House, Kettering 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.s., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov 


Nationa, Vet. Association. 
Pres Prof. James Macqueen, r.z.c.v.s. London, N.W. 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, r.n.c.v.s. London, 8.W. 
Treas: Mr. J. F. Simpson, ¥.2.0.v.s., Maidenhead. 


Natrona Verznmury Benzvotent & Morvan 


Derence A 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, ¥.8.0.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, ¥.8.0.v.s., 
Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. See: Mr. Sam. Locke, .z.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


Norte or Enetanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. S, Elphick, m.n.0.v.s., 
56 Eldon st., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.3.0.v.s. 
25 Marlborough-street, Seaham Harbour 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Norts or Inrianp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. Gregg, m.n.c.v.8., Belfast 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J.S. A, Jordan, m.8.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.x.c.v.s., Lurgan 


Norts or Scortanp V.M.8. 
Pres: Mr. W. Skinner, m.n.c.v.s., Old Meldrum 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: Mr. Geo. Howie, m.n.c.v.s., 
Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 


Norra Wares V.M.A. 
Pres: 


Hon. Sec. & Treas. T.C. Howatson, m.n.0.v.s., St. Asaph 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 


Province oF QuesBec V.M.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand, P.Q. 
Roya. Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. L. Stroud, ¥.8.0.v.8., Spring-st, Paddington, W. 
Hon. Sec. d@ Treas: Mr. Percy J. Simpson, F.8.0.v.s., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhesd 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Royau Scortisa V.S8, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.x.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. See: 
Rovan Verermary Coniece M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. L. Sheather, m.8.0.v.s. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, V. Pride Jones. 


Scorrish Merroronitan V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. O. Charnock Bradley, m.p., D.sc., M.B.0.v.8., 
Royal Dick Vet. Co! 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. Gofton, m.8,c.v.8., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 


Sournern Counties V.8. 
Pres: Mr. H. Smith, m.z.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J.Alex. Todd, m.z.0.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, x.2.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sours Dursam anp Norra Yoreseire V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. P. Snaith, u.z.0.v.s., Bishop Auckland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, ¥.n.0.v.8., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


TransvaaL V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. K. Pilkington, m.n.c.v.s., Johannesburg 
Hon. Treas ; Mr. J. M. Christy, u.n.0.v.s., D.v.s. Krugersdorp 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. G. Bush, m.z.c.v.s., Piet Retief, Transvaal 


Western Coontizs V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. W. Bovett, u.z.c.v.s., Bridgwater 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.n.c.v.s., Bideford 
Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.8.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 
West or Scorzanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Hugh Begg, m.n.c.v.s., East Kilbride 
Hon. Sec: @ Treasr: Jas. Macfarlane, m.n.0.v.s., 
75 West Nile Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 
Yorssurre Vert. Association 
Pres: Mr. H. G. Bowes, ¥.n.c.v.s., 106 Clarendon-rd, Leeds 
Hon. See; Mr. J Clarkson, m.z.0.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. A. MoCarmick, ™.8.0.v.s.. 








Kirkstall-road, Leeds 














